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Lahore, Pakistan — 28th October 2024 — The Lahore Biennale Foundation
(LBF) announces the Climate Congress. As the closing programme of Lahore
Biennale LB03, the Climate Congress (2nd- 8th November, 2024) extends the
histories and research developed as part of the main exhibition (Of
Mountains and Seas) by convening a mix of leading and emerging
researchers, artists, curators, and other practitioners. Developed under the
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direction of Iftikhar Dadi and John Tain, the Climate Congress offers an
occasion for South-South conversations around the role of the arts and
humanities to contribute towards wider efforts to generate awareness and
support for imagining sustainable futures.

Complementing Of Mountains and Seas, which addresses the subject of
ecologies and sustainable futures from the perspectives of Asia and the
Global South, the Congress foregrounds the central role art and culture have
to play in reshaping societies. The Congress makes space for transregional
discussions on how climate-based and ecological art, art history, and
humanities, by serving as stewards of cultural heritage and practices, can
generate alternative ideas and social change, both of which are necessary
components for the building of sustainable societies.

Iftikhar Dadi noted, “As an artistic and intellectual platform, the Lahore
Biennale aims to further Global South perspectives. From the beginning, the
Lahore Biennale has addressed the specificity of Lahore as a historically
layered city and as a living site comprising diverse publics. It has also
situated the city dynamically in wider regional contexts. Each Biennale
consequently encourages the interweaving of local and global perspectives:
the first Biennale (LB01) in 2018 placed emphasis on exchanges across South
Asia, and the second Biennale (LB02) in 2020 stressed dialogue with West
Asia, North Africa, and the African diaspora. LB03 continues this
engagement by emphasising cultural transactions with Southeast Asia, East
Asia, and beyond.”

A transnational forum sensitive to local and indigenous perspectives, the
Congress aims to model the decentred, international, and interdisciplinary
cooperation and collaboration that will be critical to building just and
sustainable societies in the face of the climate crisis, a phenomenon that will
affect the world regardless of borders or origins. Researchers and artists from
Pakistan and over 20 countries, and numerous institutions will participate in
the Climate Congress.

While partly closed-door, the Climate Congress will include events every day
that are free and open to the public. The public program features talks and
discussions by Tamara Chin, Anna Gade, Sugata Ray, and Nida Rehman.
Additionally, there will be presentations, performances, and conversations
with Köken Ergun, Abuzar Madhu, Wong Kit Yi, and Haegue Yang, among
other Biennale artists present. Finally, the Congress also engages other allied
arts organizations, including Guggenheim Abu Dhabi (Wanwu Council),



AFIELD, and the Echoes of Karoonjhar Artist Residency program (a
collaboration between Lahooti Melo and Invisible Flock, supported by the
British Council Pakistan).

The Climate Congress is supported by a grant from the Getty Foundation, and
is hosted in collaboration with faculty from the Mushtaq Ahmad Gurmani
School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Lahore University of Management
Sciences (LUMS).

John Tain, Curator of Lahore Biennale (LB03) observed, “The Climate
Congress brings together researchers, artists, and arts professionals from
across Asia and the Global South to Lahore, highlighting the city's rich legacy
as a hub for cultural and social exchange. Aside from the knowledge sharing
that it enables, the gathering demonstrates Pakistan’s capacity to host not
just national or regional discussions, but also transnational ones, and
achieves the biennale’s goal of fostering connections between local cultural
producers and those from other parts of Asia, particularly South and
Southeast Asia. These efforts aim to build solidarities that are essential for
creating the transnational collaborations needed to reshape the world along
ecological ideals.” He further added, “We are grateful to the Getty
Foundation for entrusting Lahore with organising this reunion of the cohorts
of the Connecting Art Histories programs from Asia of the last decade as
part of the Congress.”

- End -

BIOGRAPHY OF THE CURATOR - JOHN TAIN

John Tain, curator of LB03 Of Mountains and Seas, previously was based in
Hong Kong as Head of Research at Asia Art Archive (AAA, 2017-2023). His
projects there include “Expansions, Translations,” for documenta fifteen
(2022); the Art Schools of Asia seminar and symposium (2021-22); the
exhibition Crafting Communities (2020), devoted to Thailand-based
Womanifesto; MAHASSA (Modern Art Histories in and across Africa, and South
and Southeast Asia, 2019-2020), a collaboration with the Dhaka Art Summit
and the Institute for Comparative Modernities at Cornell University; as well as
the Guerrilla Girls first commission in Asia (2018). He has served as a series
editor for Afterall’s Exhibition Histories, and is a co-editor for the Intersecting
Modernisms project, with Pamela Corey, Iftikhar Dadi, Salah Hassan,
Mari-Carmen Ramirez, and Ming Tiampo. He also serves as an advisor for Asia
Forum, an ongoing collateral event at the Venice Biennale, and on the
advisory committee of the Hauser & Wirth Institute. He was previously a



curator for modern and contemporary collections at the Getty Research
Institute in Los Angeles (2007-2017).

BIOGRAPHY OF IFTIKHAR DADI

Iftikhar Dadi is John H. Burris Professor and Chair of Cornell University’s
Department of History of Art, and resident director of Cornell’s Institute for
Comparative Modernities. He researches modern and contemporary art from
a transnational perspective, with an emphasis on intellectual history, and a
focus on South and West Asia. Another research interest examines South
Asia’s film, media, and popular cultures. He has authored Lahore Cinema
Between Realism and Fable (2022), Modernism and the Art of Muslim South
Asia (2010), and edited Lahore Biennale 01 Reader (2022) and Anwar Jalal
Shemza (2015). He has co-edited Lahore Biennale 02 Reader (2024), Art and
Architecture of Migration and Discrimination: Turkey, Pakistan, and Their
European Diasporas (2023), Lines of Control: Partition as a Productive Space
(2012), and Unpacking Europe: Towards a Critical Reading (2001). Co-curated
exhibitions include Pop South Asia: Artistic Explorations in the Popular
(2022–23) and Lines of Control: Partition as a Productive Space (2012–13). Dadi
serves on the editorial and advisory boards of ARTMargins, South Asian
Studies, Archives of Asian Art, and Bio-Scope: South Asian Screen Studies. As
an artist, Iftikhar Dadi collaborates with Elizabeth Dadi to make work that
explores questions of identity and borders, and the capacities of the informal
urban realm in the Global South.

ABOUT THE LAHORE BIENNALE FOUNDATION

The Lahore Biennale Foundation (LBF) is a Lahore-based non-profit
organisation committed to advancing cultural exchange by working with
local and international artists and researchers and fostering social
transformation through art. Through its flagship project, the Lahore Biennale,
LBF provides a platform for art that encourages methodologically informed
discourse and collective action in response to global and local issues. LBF is
working to transform physical spaces in Lahore into discursive public spaces
by elevating the relevance of contemporary art in Lahore’s vernacular,
bringing together different communities and stakeholders to explore new
ways of experiencing and interacting with their environment.

In addition to its primary event, LBF organises workshops, talks, and other
events that engage audiences of all ages and backgrounds. Furthermore, LBF



has initiated a Green School Certification Program in collaboration with the
Government of Pakistan as a key stakeholder, WWF-Pakistan, and the Lahore
University of Management Sciences (LUMS). This program recognises
environmentally sustainable schools that promote awareness among
students and environmental consciousness among young people in Lahore.
The aim is to create a generation of environmentally responsible citizens who
can contribute to the sustainable development of their communities and the
world at large.

Other major initiatives of LBF include the Research Unit and Afforestation
Lahore. An integral part of the Lahore Biennale Foundation, the Research
Unit initiated in 2018, provides a platform for investigative learning, focusing
on modern and contemporary art, visual culture and its social dimensions in
Pakistan and its diasporas. It is committed to supporting creative art
practices, promoting a diverse cultural ecology, and encouraging
interdisciplinary approaches and outcomes.

Climate change presents a tangible threat and given its severity, it is
imperative to have all stakeholders united on one single platform. The
Afforestation Lahore project is a landmark initiative of the Commissioner
Office Lahore in collaboration with the Lahore Biennale Foundation (LBF). It
focuses on supporting research and development – by building relationships
with private, government, institutional, and corporate partners, both at
domestic and international levels.

At its core, the foundation seeks to democratise access to the arts and to
emphasise engagement and capacity building for local cultural actors. LBF
engages with underrepresented groups, and attempts to overcome
socio-economic and geographical barriers while ensuring that its programs
are accessible within the cultural ecosystem. By promoting inclusivity,
accessibility, and sustainability, LBF hopes to strengthen the relationship
between the arts and the community, creating a cultural space that is vibrant,
engaging, and reflective of the diverse social and cultural realities of Lahore
and the wider region.
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